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Gabriela Velázquez M. Ed AMI 0-3 Director of Training and Consultant

Gabriela Velázquez is an AMI Assistant to Infancy (0–3) Trainer with over 20 years of experience in Montessori
education in Mexico and the United States. She currently serves as Director of Training at the Montessori Training
Centre British Columbia (MTCBC), Canada, and the Montessori Stoppani Institute in San Diego, California.
Gabriela holds a Bachelor's degree in Childhood Development and earned her Master's degree in Education from
Tecnológico de Monterrey (ITESM), Mexico. She received her AMI Assistant to Infancy (0–3) Diploma in Mexico City
under the mentorship of Silvia Singh.
Since 2019, Gabriela has worked internationally as an AMI Trainer, preparing Montessori guides and assistants for
children from birth to three years of age across Europe, Asia, and the Americas. She has supported adult learners in
diverse cultural contexts, contributing to the growth and development of Montessori communities worldwide.
In addition to directing AMI training programs, Gabriela serves internationally as an AMI examiner, lecturer, consultant,
and mentor. Her work focuses on supporting adults in deepening their understanding of child development and
translating Montessori principles into meaningful, reflective practice. She is passionate about helping adults create
environments that nurture independence, respect the child's development, and foster each child's full human potential.
She enjoys connecting Montessori philosophy with contemporary research while remaining grounded in careful
observation of the child.
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The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) was founded in 1929 by Maria Montessori to maintain the

integrity of her life’s work, and to ensure that it would be perpetuated after her death. AMI is the recognized

international authority on Montessori education.

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE
MONTESSORI TRAINING CENTRE OF BC

To educate adults to support the natural development of children with an understanding of the profound truths underlying
Montessori pedagogy in affiliation with AMI. 

“The child’s development follows a path of successive
stages of independence, and our knowledge of this must
guide us in our behaviour towards him. We have to help
the child to act, will and think for himself. This is the art

of serving the spirit, an art which can be practiced to
perfection only when working among children.”

~ Dr. Maria Montessori (The Absorbent Mind, p. 257)

During its long history, the AMI has fostered the growth and development of Montessori programs and teacher training

and worked to support the development and education of children and young adults in a vast variety of settings

throughout the world. AMI is a Non- Governmental Organization (NGO) associated with the United Nations Department

of Public Information (since 1985) and an NGO in operational relations with UNESCO (since 1962).

The Montessori Training Centre of British Columbia (MTCBC) works in affiliation with the Association Montessori

Internationale (AMI). The courses offered must meet rigorous standards, in both content and teaching staff.

We are grateful to work and learn on the unceded traditional
territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh

(Squamish), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.



JANUARY 1 1 ,  2027 TO JANUARY 14,  2028
Onsite Sessions in Vancouver,  B.C. :  830 am to 430 pm at the MTCBC Train ing Centre

May 3 to 21 ,  2027 
October 4 to 22,  2027

Online Lectures:  400-700 pm Pacif ic T ime
January 1 1  to 22,  2027 
February 22 to March 12,  2026
December 1  to January 14,  2028 (ECE Lectures & Pract icum)      

Written Exams ,  Oral Exams & Graduation :  October 25 to November 5,  2027
Montessori  Observation and Practice Teaching :  to be completed dur ing the academic year.

For Infant Toddler  Cert i f icat ion with the BC ECE Registry :  
Synchronous ECE Lectures:  December 1 ,  2027 to January 14,  2028
ITE Diverse Setting Practicum: 3 weeks over December  2027 to January 14,  2028
THESE DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF NECESSARY. ANY CHANGE WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN ADVANCE.

WWW.MTCBC-AMI.ORG

CERTIFICATION IS DEPENDENT ON COMPLETION OF THE FOLLOWING:
90% attendance at lectures and superv ised pract ice
250 hours observat ion and observat ion summaries of  infants and toddlers  
50 hours Montessor i  pract ice teaching
For ECE-IT cert i f icat ion:  120 hours diverse sett ing pract ice teaching and 56 hours ECE lectures
Mater ia l  making ass ignments
Writ ten ass ignments
Reference albums 
Pass ing grades on wr i t ten examinat ions
Pass ing grades in oral  examinat ions conducted by Examiners of  the AMI

CERTIFICATION AWARDED:  
AMI ASSISTANTS TO INFANCY DIPLOMA ( internat ional ly  recognized) 
BC ECE Registry  cert i f ied Infant Toddler  Cert i f icate ( ITE)  for  those who hold their  BC Ear ly  Chi ldhood Educator
(ECE) Cert i f icate 

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

PROGRAM CALENDAR

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

M O N T E S S O R I  T R A I N I N G  C E N T R E  O F  B C

​The AMI Montessori Assistants to Infancy Training course graduates are prepared to be Montessori Infant Toddler Educators to work
with parents, assist with the infant at birth, prepare beautiful and responsible environments, direct Infant Toddler Communities in
schools and day care settings, and wherever children under the age of three are found!

MONTESSORI ASSISTANTS TO INFANCY DIPLOMA PROGRAM
THE FOCUS OF A MONTESSORI GUIDE‘S WORK 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION

TThe AMI Montessori Assistants to Infancy Training course graduates are prepared to be Montessori Infant Toddler Educators to work
with parents perinatally, assist with the infant at birth, prepare beautiful and responsible environments, direct Infant Toddler
Communities in schools and day care settings, in hospitals, and wherever children under the age of three are found!

Montessori Pedagogy and Philosophy: the natural development of the child from conception to three years of age
Anatomy and Physiology
Obstetrics Prenatal, birth, and postnatal development
Nutrition and Hygiene Maternal care, digestive system, food preparation, and health issues
Personality Development: The Nervous System, typical and atypical psychological development
Development of Movement and Development of Language
Environment Preparation of the home, Nido, and Infant Community as an aid to human development within the first three years
of life
Music, Art, and Social/Emotional Development
Material Making Hand-made materials
Observations: Practical training for observation of infants and toddlers in homes and Infant Communities
Practicum in a Montessori Infant Community directed by an AMI Assistants to Infancy Diploma holder.
Preparation of reference and curriculum albums
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A TO I  TRAINING  COURSE
2027-2028

March 29 to Apr i l  2,  2027
August 23 to 27,  2027
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M O N T E S S O R I  T R A I N I N G  C E N T R E  O F  B C

WHY BECOME A MONTESSORI 0-3 INFANT-TODDLER  GUIDE?
​The first three years of life shape the foundation for everything that follows. As an AMI Montessori 0–3 Guide, you will learn to nurture
each child's natural development, independence, and love of learning while supporting families during these extraordinary early years.
The Assistants to Infancy training will transform your practice and empower you to make a lasting difference in the lives of young
children.

The internationally  recognized
AMI training equips you with the
knowledge, practical skills, and
compassionate approach to
support infants, toddlers, and their
families during the most formative
years of life. Whether you aspire to
work in an infant community,
toddler classroom, parent-child
program, or simply deepen your
understanding of early childhood,
the AMI 0–3 training offers a
transformative journey—both
professionally and personally.

    

Application form completed, signed, and dated (online application)
Application Fee (CAD):

Local $250; International student $350
Two pieces of government-issued photo identif ication
Résumé
One recent digital  Canadian passport-sized photograph
Official  transcript from all  post-secondary institutions attended (*mail  or e-mailed
directly from post-secondary institution to the Training Centre) .

 Off icial  Transcripts (with English translations if  applicable)
References:  1  personal source,  and 2 from someone who has worked with you in a professional or academic supervisory
role,  submitted directly through a l ink sent to their email  from our online learning management system
Canadian Ministry of Justice Criminal Record Check:  complete e-CRC through the Criminal Records Review Program
(CRRP)
English Language Proficiency:  this course is conducted at a university level and the language of instruction is English.
All  applicants must demonstrate English proficiency by providing one of the fol lowing:

Completion of 2 years of secondary education ( including English 10 and 11  with a grade of ‘C’  or higher) from a
country where English is one of the principal languages,  or
Completion of 2 years of ful l-t ime post-secondary education at an accredited institution where English is the
language of instruction,  or 
Verif ied results for one of the English language proficiency tests l isted below. Test results must be dated no more
than two years before the start date of the program.

            -  International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Academic:  overall  score of 5.5 or higher.
           -  Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) Test:  overall  score of 40 or higher
           -  Duolingo English Test:  overall  score of 95 or higher

Statement of Purpose Essay
           -  What is your experience with Montessori  education at this age?
           -  What influenced your decision to pursue the study of Montessori  education at this age level?
           -  Why have you chosen the Montessori  Training Centre of Brit ish Columbia to pursue your Montessori  Training?

Online Learning Suitabil ity Self-Assessment completed
Personal Interview: a personal interview wil l  be arranged with the Course Faculty and Registrar .  Once the interview and
all  other requirements have been completed, your application wil l  be assessed and an offer of acceptance may be
made.

Criteria for Admission
Academic ski l ls  for success in the comprehensive and rigorous course of study
Clear oral  and written communication
Capacities for organization,  t ime management and attention to detail
Collaborative strengths for community building
Access to electronic devices and suff icient WiFi to support online learning
Management Systems, video & audio communication,  and some digital  l iteracy

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS



PAYMENT SCHEDULE AMOUNT DATE DUE

Registration Fee (non-
refundable) $250 / $350 Application

Course deposit $1,500.00 Upon acceptance

 Installments $3,337.50
December 1, 2026,
February 1, May 1 &
August 1, 2027

Final Exams Fee $250.00 September 1, 2027

A TO I  TRAINING COURSE
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M O N T E S S O R I  T R A I N I N G  C E N T R E  O F  B C

Tuition Fees

Registration Fee

Miscellanous Fees

TOTAL FEES 

TUITION SCHEDULE   ALL AMOUNTS IN CAD

$250.00 (domestic)
$350.00 (international)
$  50.00   AMI Student Membership Fee (2027)
$  50.00   AMI Student Membership Fee (2028)
$  25.00   Archive Fee
$475.00   Materials Fee 
$250.00   Final Exams Fee

$1000.00  Total Miscellaneous Fees

$15,350.00 Domestic or 15,450.00 International 

$14, 250.00

LATE PAYMENT POLICY: 
Fees must be paid in full by the due dates. Late payments are assessed as a 5% fee based on the total amount due. Post-dated cheques which do
not go through on the due dates will be assessed with late payment fines of 5%. In addition, any payments returned “with no sufficient funds” will
incur a $35 processing fee. The student will be placed on financial hold until full payment, based on an individual written agreement, has been
received. Full payment of tuition is required in order to take the final examinations.
PLEASE NOTE: THE MTCBC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THE COURSE IF THE MINIMUM ENROLLMENT IS NOT MET BY OCTOBER 1, 2026.

Thank you for your interest! We look forward to welcoming you to the MTCBC AMI Assistants to Infancy Course!

Additional course expenses may include $1000 to $1500 for books, supplies and hand-made materials. 

Payable by Interac e-Transfer to: transfer@mtcbc-ami.org OR cheque to: “Montessori Training Centre of B.C.”                           

Please contact us if you wish to make payment by wire transfer, Ali Pay or WeChat Pay 

The MTCBC is a designated learning institution with the StudentAid B.C. If applying for a student loan, please note that the student is responsible
for paying for fees in advance according to the payment schedule above. The student will receive approved amounts once approval is received
from StudentAid B.C.

Help shape the future by supporting life at its very beginning.
HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE BY SUPPORTING LIFE AT ITS VERY BEGINNING.

EXTENDED PAYMENT PLAN: This plan is available to those who prefer to spread out payments. A $35.00 administration fee is added to each payment

Payment Amounts:                     $   250.00                       Date Due: With Application
                                                  $  1500.00                        Deposit: Upon acceptance 
                                                  $  1370.00                        10 monthly installment payments:      December 1, 2026 to Sept. 1, 2027                           
                                                  $   250.00                       Exams Fee due September 1, 2027
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