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“We shall walk together on this path of life, for all things are a part of the universe, and are connected
with each other to form one whole unity. This idea helps the mind of the child to become fixed, to stop

wandering in an aimless quest for knowledge. He is satisfied, having found the universal centre of
himself with all things.”

Maria Montessori | To Educate the Human Potential



Terrence (Terry) Millie, AMI Elementary Director of Training
Terry obtained his AMI 6-12 Diploma in Bergamo, Italy and his AMI 3-6 Diploma in Dallas, Texas. He holds a
BA in Cultural Studies from York University in Toronto and a Masters in Educational Leadership from
Vancouver Island University.
Beyond working as a guide in Montessori Lower and Upper Elementary classrooms, Terry has also guided
Young Children’s, Children’s House and Montessori Adolescent Communities, as well as Adult Learning
environments.  He has worked in many national and international locations including Beijing, Vancouver,
Phoenix and gained a great deal of his teaching experience as a guide near his home in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada.
He serves as an AMI Examiner, consultant, lecturer, and as a board/committee member of several
Montessori organizations including The Foundation for Montessori Education and AMI (Canada).
Terry’s work as an AMI Trainer is rooted in a belief that when adults prepare themselves as Montessori
guides, they help reveal the full human potential in children, in our communities, and in themselves.
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The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) was founded in 1929 by Maria Montessori to
maintain the integrity of her life’s work, and to ensure that it would be perpetuated after her
death. AMI is the recognized international authority on Montessori education.

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE
MONTESSORI TRAINING CENTRE OF BC

To educate adults to support the natural development of children with an understanding of the profound
truths underlying Montessori pedagogy in affiliation with AMI. 

“The child’s development follows a path of successive
stages of independence, and our knowledge of this must
guide us in our behaviour towards him. We have to help
the child to act, will and think for himself. This is the art

of serving the spirit, an art which can be practiced to
perfection only when working among children.”

~ Dr. Maria Montessori (The Absorbent Mind, p. 257)

During its long history, the AMI has fostered the growth and development of Montessori programs and
teacher training and worked to support the development and education of children and young adults
in a vast variety of settings throughout the world. AMI is a Non- Governmental Organization (NGO)
associated with the United Nations Department of Public Information (since 1985) and an NGO in
operational relations with UNESCO (since 1962).
The Montessori Training Centre of British Columbia (MTCBC) works in affiliation with the Association
Montessori Internationale (AMI). The courses offered must meet rigorous standards, in both content
and teaching staff.

We are grateful to work and learn on the unceded
traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam),

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.
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WHY BECOME A MONTESSORI ELEMENTARY GUIDE?
Why become a Montessori  Elementary Guide?
The elementary years (ages 6–12) are a period of
tremendous intellectual ,  social ,  and moral
growth. Children at this age are driven by
imagination,  reasoning, curiosity,  and a desire to
understand their place in the world.  The
Montessori  Elementary guide supports this
development by helping children explore the
interconnected story of the universe,  humanity,
and their own potential  through Montessori 's
vision of Cosmic Education.
The AMI Elementary Diploma prepares adults to
meet the unique needs of this developmental
stage through a deep study of child
development,  Montessori  philosophy,  and
educational practice.  Graduates join a worldwide
community of Montessori  educators committed
to nurturing independent thinkers,  responsible
citizens,  and l i felong learners.

ELEMENTARY TRAINING COURSE
2026-2027

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The AMI Elementary Diploma Course prepares adults
to guide children during one of the most expansive
periods of human development. Students explore
the Montessori vision of Cosmic Education, the
development of reasoning and imagination, and the
child's search for their place in the universe. Through
intensive study, observation, and practical
experience, adults learn to create environments that
support independence, intellectual curiosity, and
social responsibility.

For many, the course is professional preparation as well  as a transformative journey that deepens their
understanding of children, education,  and themselves.  Through this work,  Montessori  guides
contribute to the l ives of children and, by extension,  to the creation of a more peaceful and humane
world.

Upon completion, graduates will be able to:
Present the full AMI Elementary curriculum
Design and maintain a Montessori Elementary environment
Observe and assess child development during the elementary years
Support mixed-age communities
Collaborate with families and school leadership
Apply Montessori principles to educational practice



OCTOBER 3,  2026 -  DECEMBER 3,  2027
Online Lectures:   Online sessions wil l  run on Saturday mornings,  from 900 am to 1200
pm Pacif ic Time, starting October 3.
Onsite Sessions in Vancouver, B.C. :  830 am to 430 pm Pacif ic Time at the MTCBC 
Mondays to Fridays including selected Saturdays
   -February 15 -  March 5,  2027                                       
   -July 26 to August 25,  2027                
   -November 8 to December 3,  2027

Written exams :  Oct 25,(Paper A) ,  Oct 27 (Paper B1) ,  Oct 29,  (Paper B2)
Oral Exams  Nov 29-Dec 3,  2027
Graduation :  December 4,  2027
Montessori Observation and Practice Teaching :  scheduled during the academic
year.

THESE DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF NECESSARY. ANY CHANGE WILL BE
ANNOUNCED IN ADVANCE.

PROGRAM CALENDAR

CERTIFICATION IS DEPENDENT ON COMPLETION OF THE
FOLLOWING:

Maintain a minimum 90% attendance at al l  online and in-person sessions
Supervised practice requirements
Observation and practicum requirements
Material  making assignments
Written assignments
Complete and correct Reference Albums
Passing grades on written and oral  examinations

CERTIFICATION AWARDED:  
AMI 6-12 ELEMENTARY DIPLOMA (internationally recognized) 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION

WWW.MTCBC-AMI.ORG
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The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) Elementary diploma is recognized world-wide as the highest
standard in Montessori Elementary teacher education. For those interested in working with 6-12 year olds the
Elementary diploma course provides a deep and thorough study in Montessori practice and theory in child
development, pedagogy, and the interdisciplinary study of the work of the human being.

MONTESSORI ELEMENTARY TRAINING COURSE

“Follow the child...”

PROGRAM COMPONENTS
Upon successful completion of al l  academic and practicum requirements,  graduates
wil l  receive the Elementary Diploma. Program components include:

Theory lectures on the Montessori  philosophy and psychology of child development
from ages 0 – 12
Reading/study of Dr.  Maria Montessori ’s  booksincluding directed reading seminars
Presentation lectures on the purpose and use of various Montessori  activit ies and
materials
Supervised and independent practice with the Montessori  materials
Observation in the community and in Montessori  classes
Teaching practice in Montessori  schools directed by an AMI Elementary Diploma
holder
Written work -  students compile a reference album for each of the areas of the
prepared environment;  the student must complete the assignments given over the
duration of the course.
Material  making assignments -  students make materials for the classroom to keep
for their own use

• ALL OTHER REQUIREMENTS DETERMINED BY AMI

NOTE: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS & STUDY PERMITS: International students will be required to apply for a
foreign study permit. Please contact us if you wish to apply as an international student.  
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-
permit/apply.html

ELEMENTARY TRAINING COURSE
2026-2027
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The tuition fee is $17,850.00 *ALL AMOUNTS IN CAD

Additional Fees: 
$250.00 Domestic Student Application Fee ($350 International Student Fee)
$50.00 AMI Student Membership (2026)
$50.00 AMI Student Membership (2027)
$1000.00 Material  Fee
$25.00 Archive Fee
$250.00 Examination Fee

TOTAL FEES: $ 19,475.00  

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:

$  250.00 Domestic Student Application Fee ($350 International Student Fee) -  with application
$1500.00 Deposit due upon acceptance
$4368.75  in 4 payments on the fol lowing dates:   September 1 ,  2026,  December 1 ,  2026,  Apri l  1 ,  2027 &  July 1 ,  2027
$250.00  Examination Fee due on October 1 ,  2027

EXTENDED PAYMENT PLAN: This plan is available to those who prefer to spread out payments.  A $35.00 administration fee is added to
each payment.  Strict late payment penalties apply.

$  250.00 Domestic Student Application Fee ($350 International Student Fee) -  with application
$1500.00 Deposit due upon acceptance
$1782.50 due on the fol lowing dates:  2026 -  September 1 ,  October 1 ,  November 1  & 2027 -  January 1 ,  February 1 ,  March 1 ,  Apri l  1 ,  May 1 ,
June 1  & July 1
$  250.00 Examination Fee due on October 1 ,  2027

 Additional course expenses may include $1000 to $1500 for books,  supplies,  t imelines,  charts and hand-made materials .  
.
Payable by cheque or money order to:  “Montessori  Training Centre of B.C.”  or Interac e-Transfer to:    transfer@mtcbc-ami.org                         
***  Please contact us i f  you wish to make payment by wire transfer,  Al i  Pay or WeChat Pay
PLEASE NOTE: 
THE MTCBC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THE COURSE IF THE MINIMUM ENROLLMENT IS NOT MET BY AUGUST 15, 2026.

Thank you for your interes t !  We look forward to  we lcoming you to  the  
MTCBC AMI Elementary Dip loma Course !
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Application form completed, signed, and dated (online application)
Application Fee (CAD):

Local $250; International student $350
Two pieces of government-issued photo identif ication
Résumé
One recent digital  Canadian passport-sized photograph
Official  transcript from all  post-secondary institutions attended (*mail  or e-mailed
directly from post-secondary institution to the Training Centre) .

 Off icial  Transcripts (with English translations if  applicable)
References:  1  personal source,  and 2 from someone who has worked with you in a professional or academic supervisory
role,  submitted directly through a l ink sent to their email  from our online learning management system
Canadian Ministry of Justice Criminal Record Check:  complete e-CRC through the Criminal Records Review Program
(CRRP)
English Language Proficiency:  this course is conducted at a university level and the language of instruction is English.
All  applicants must demonstrate English proficiency by providing one of the fol lowing:

Completion of 2 years of secondary education ( including English 10 and 11  with a grade of ‘C’  or higher) from a
country where English is one of the principal languages,  or
Completion of 2 years of ful l-t ime post-secondary education at an accredited institution where English is the
language of instruction,  or 
Verif ied results for one of the English language proficiency tests l isted below. Test results must be dated no more
than two years before the start date of the program.

            -  International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Academic:  overall  score of 5.5 or higher.
           -  Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) Test:  overall  score of 40 or higher
           -  Duolingo English Test:  overall  score of 95 or higher

Statement of Purpose Essay
           -  What is your experience with Montessori  education at this age?
           -  What influenced your decision to pursue the study of Montessori  education at this age level?
           -  Why have you chosen the Montessori  Training Centre of Brit ish Columbia to pursue your Montessori  Training?

Online Learning Suitabil ity Self-Assessment completed
Personal Interview: a personal interview wil l  be arranged with the Course Faculty and Registrar .  Once the interview and
all  other requirements have been completed, your application wil l  be assessed and an offer of acceptance may be
made.

Criteria for Admission
Academic ski l ls  for success in the comprehensive and rigorous course of study
Clear oral  and written communication
Capacities for organization,  t ime management and attention to detail
Collaborative strengths for community building
Access to electronic devices and suff icient WiFi to support online learning
Management Systems, video & audio communication,  and some digital  l iteracy

Scan to register!
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