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“Whoever touches the life of the child, touches the most sensitive point of a whole
which has roots in the most distant past and climbs toward the infinite future..”

~ Maria Montessori
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DIRECTOR OF TRAINING, Gabriela Velázquez
Gabriela obtained her AMI (Association Montessori Internationale) diploma in Early Childhood from
IMMAC in Mexico City and has worked for over 20 years in Montessori environments in Mexico and the
United States.  Gabriela completed the rigorous AMI Training for Trainers program to become an AMI
trainer for the 0-3 year age group. She has worked in AMI training courses for guides and assistants for
0-3 years in Argentina, Canada, China, Mexico, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Taiwan, and the United States.
Gabriela Velázquez is the A to I training director at the Stoppani Montessori Institute (Mexico),
Southwest Institute of Montessori Studies (United States), Washington Montessori Institute (United
States), the Foundation for Montessori Education (Toronto, Canada) and here at the MTCBC
(Vancouver, Canada).  She serves as a speaker, consultant, examiner, and AMI training director.

ABOUT US
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The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) was founded in 1929 by Maria Montessori to
maintain the integrity of her life’s work, and to ensure that it would be perpetuated after her
death. AMI is the recognized international authority on Montessori education.

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE
MONTESSORI TRAINING CENTRE OF BC

To educate adults to support the natural development of children with an understanding of the profound
truths underlying Montessori pedagogy in affiliation with AMI. 

“The child’s development follows a path of successive
stages of independence, and our knowledge of this must
guide us in our behaviour towards him. We have to help
the child to act, will and think for himself. This is the art

of serving the spirit, an art which can be practiced to
perfection only when working among children.”

~ Dr. Maria Montessori (The Absorbent Mind, p. 257)

During its long history, the AMI has fostered the growth and development of Montessori programs and
teacher training and worked to support the development and education of children and young adults
in a vast variety of settings throughout the world. AMI is a Non- Governmental Organization (NGO)
associated with the United Nations Department of Public Information (since 1985) and an NGO in
operational relations with UNESCO (since 1962).
The Montessori Training Centre of British Columbia (MTCBC) works in affiliation with the Association
Montessori Internationale (AMI). The courses offered must meet rigorous standards, in both content
and teaching staff.

We are grateful to work and learn on the unceded
traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam),

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.



JANUARY 5,  2026 TO OCTOBER 16,  2026

Onsite Sessions in Vancouver, B.C. :  830 am to 430 pm Pacif ic Time at the MTCBC Training Centre
March 9 to 27,  2026 
Sept 14 to October 2,  2026 

Online Lectures:  400-800 pm Pacif ic Time
Jan. 5-16,  2026              
Apri l  6-10,  2026 

Written Exams ,  Oral Exams & Graduation :  October 5- 16,  2026
Montessori Observation and Practice Teaching :  to be completed during the academic year.

THESE DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF NECESSARY. ANY CHANGE WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN ADVANCE.

WWW.MTCBC-AMI.ORG

CERTIFICATION IS DEPENDENT ON COMPLETION OF THE FOLLOWING:
90% attendance at lectures and supervised practice
250 hours observation and observation summaries of infants and toddlers which includes a one
week practice in a Montessori  Infant Community
Material  making assignments
Written assignments
Reference albums 
Passing grades on written examinations
Passing grades in oral  examinations conducted by Examiners of the AMI

CERTIFICATION AWARDED:  
AMI ASSISTANTS TO INFANCY DIPLOMA (internationally recognized) 
Pending approval ,  the Assistants to Infancy Course wil l  be accredited by the provincial  government.  Graduates who
hold an ECE certif icate in Brit ish Columbia may qualify for the Post Basic Infant Toddler Educator Certif icate upon
completion of the course.  This section wil l  be  updated upon receiving f inal approval .

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

PROGRAM CALENDAR

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

M O N T E S S O R I  T R A I N I N G  C E N T R E  O F  B C

​The AMI Montessori Assistants to Infancy Training course graduates are prepared to be Montessori Infant
Toddler Educators to work with parents, assist with the infant at birth, prepare beautiful and responsible
environments, direct Infant Toddler Communities in schools and day care settings, in hospitals, and
wherever children under the age of three are found!

MONTESSORI ASSISTANTS TO INFANCY DIPLOMA PROGRAM
THE FOCUS OF A MONTESSORI GUIDE‘S WORK 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION

TThe AMI Montessori Assistants to Infancy Training course graduates are prepared to be Montessori Infant Toddler
Educators to work with parents perinatally, assist with the infant at birth, prepare beautiful and responsible environments,
direct Infant Toddler Communities in schools and day care settings, in hospitals, and wherever children under the age of
three are found!

Montessori Pedagogy and Philosophy: the natural development of the child from conception to three years of age
Anatomy and Physiology
Obstetrics Prenatal, birth, and postnatal development
Nutrition and Hygiene Maternal care, digestive system, food preparation, and health issues
Personality Development: The Nervous System, typical and atypical psychological development
Development of Movement and Development of Language
Environment Preparation of the home, Nido, and Infant Community as an aid to human development within the first
three years of life
Music, Art, and Social/Emotional Development
Material Making Hand-made materials
Observations: Practical training for observation of infants and toddlers in homes and Infant Communities
Practicum in a Montessori Infant Community directed by an AMI Assistants to Infancy Diploma holder.
Preparation of reference and curriculum albums
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August 10-14,  2026              
September 7-10,  2026 
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TUITION FEE:                                                                    $15,500

APPLICATION FEE (non-refundable):                                      250

MISCELLANEOUS FEES:                                                        1 ,100
$ 50 AMI Student Membership (2025)
   50 AMI Student Membership (2026)
   25 Archive Fee
 475 Materials Fee
 250 Examination Fee
 250 Online Learning Management System Fee

TOTAL FEES:                                                                    $16,850                                                       

FEE SCHEDULE:

1.  AT TIME OF APPLICATION:                                                 250 Application Fee  (non-refundable)

2. UPON ACCEPTANCE TO THE COURSE:                             1 ,100 Miscellaneous Fees (non-refundable)

TUITION FEES PAID IN 5 INSTALLMENTS (POSTDATED CHEQUES):
3.  FIRST INSTALLMENT DUE JANUARY 1,  2026:                   3,100
4. SECOND INSTALLMENT DUE MARCH 1,  2026:                  3,100 
5. THIRD INSTALLMENT DUE MAY 1,  2026:                           3,100 
6.FOURTH INSTALLMENT DUE JULY 1,  2026:                        3,100 
7.FIFTH INSTALLMENT DUE SEPTEMBER 1,  2026:                 3,100 

Additional course expenses may include $1000 to $1500 for books,  supplies and hand-made materials on an
individual basis .                          
***  Please contact us i f  you wish to make payment by wire transfer,  Al i  Pay or WeChat Pay

PLEASE NOTE: THE MTCBC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THE COURSE IF THE MINIMUM ENROLLMENT IS NOT MET BY DECEMBER 1 ,
2025.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

M O N T E S S O R I  T R A I N I N G  C E N T R E  O F  B C

MONTESSORI 0-3 ASSISTANTS TO INFANCY DIPLOMA COURSE

TUITION SCHEDULE 

Application form completed, signed, and dated
Application Fee (CAD):

Local $250; International student $350
Two pieces of government-issued photo IDs
Health Certificate and Immunization Record- Please use the form provided by MTCBC
Résumé
One recent Canadian passport-sized photograph - digital 
Transcript from all post-secondary institutions attended (*mail or e-mailed directly from post-secondary institution to the Training Centre).

 Official Transcripts (with English translations if applicable)
1 reference letter from a personal source, either e-mailed/mailed to the MTCBC directly or provided to you in a sealed envelope
2 Letters of Recommendation from someone who has worked with you in a supervisory role addressing the following points:

Academic skills for success in the comprehensive and rigorous course of study
Clear oral and written communication
Capacities for organization and time management 

Canadian Ministry of Justice Criminal Record Check: complete e-CRC
English Language Proficiency: this course is conducted at a university level and the language of instruction is English. Applicants must
demonstrate English proficiency by providing one of the following:

Proof of completion of post-secondary courses in which the language of instruction is English
An IELTS ACADEMIC score of 6.0
A TOEFL score of 220 computer testing, 83 internet-based testing or equivalent

Statement of Purpose. Please write an essay answering the following questions:
     - What is your experience with Montessori education at this age?
     - What influenced your decision to pursue the study of Montessori education at this age level?
     - Why have you chosen the MTCBC to pursue your Montessori Teacher Training?

Personal Interview: upon receipt of all documents, a personal interview will be arranged. Once the interview has been completed, the
Admissions Committee will meet, and an offer of acceptance may be made.

  ALL AMOUNTS IN CAD
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