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Montessori Training Centre of British Columbia
Focus of the
Assistant’s Work:

The intention of the Assistants Course is to help interested adults
become able assistants in a Montessori Nido or Infant Community.
The task of the Assistant is to support and help the Guide to maintain the
equilibrium within the class, to do follow up work with the children, to do
language work with the children, helping to maintain order within the
environment.
• To observe
• To learn when and how to intervene (not interfere)
• To acquire the ability to allow the children to become more and
more independent; “any unnecessary help is a hindrance to
development”
• To gain knowledge of Montessori’s understanding of Freedom and
Discipline
• To learn how to gain the children’s trust
• To understand the power of the absorbent mind
• To understand the importance of consistency (also related to use of
language) and routines
• To understand the importance of the environment: Indoor and
outdoor
• The importance of food and food preparation

Duration of the
Course Programme:
Course Structure:

Required Reading:

• Sixty hours at the Centre and nine additional hours of observation

Monday to Friday Evenings: 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Saturdays: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
• Week 1: Monday, January 8 to Saturday, January 13, 2018
• Week 2: Monday, January 15 to Saturday, January 20, 2018
Understanding the Human Being
Absorbent Mind
The Child in the Family
Education for a New World
• The Secret of Childhood
•
•
•
•
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Introduction to Montessori
The Role of the Guide
The Role of the Assistant
Overview of Planes of Development
The Child’s Mind from 0-6 Years
Order
Development of Movement
Development of Language
Independence
Prepared Environment
Freedom and Discipline
Observation
Music and Art
Maintaining the Environment (Indoor and Outdoor)
Toilet learning
Material Making

The Course
Programme:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Observation:

• 9 hours of observation– either immediately after the course or
parallel to the course. Specific topics to focus on will be given for
observation.

Requirements for
Certification:

• Completion of course
• Submission of three papers (500 words each) on topics set by the
course and to be submitted by a date set by the course director.
• A minimum of 90% attendance is required for certification

Admission
Requirements:

• One must be 19 years of age at graduation and have Grade 12 OR
have Mature Student Status (19 years of age or older)
• Completion of a course application.
• Photocopy of two pieces of Government ID (driver’s license,
passport, birth certificate, etc.).
• A non-refundable application fee of $200, tuition fee of $950
(refundable if unable to attend) and material fee of $40 (refundable
if unable to attend)
• Student Enrolment Contract.
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Birth to Three Assistants Course Staff
Teanny Hurtado, AMI Auxiliary Trainer
As a daughter of Maria Teresa Vidales (Chacha), Teanny’s journey in Montessori began in Mexico City
where she attended Montessori school from the age of 4 to12 years. She holds her Bachelor’s Degree in
Psychology and a Master’s Degree in Psychotherapy from the Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico City.
As an AMI Assistants to Infancy Diploma (0-3) holder, Teanny worked in Chacha’s Montessori school
with this age group for more than 25 years. She opened the first Nido in Mexico in 1999 for babies aged
3 months old to walking. Over the past several years, she has been lecturing alongside Maria Teresa
Vidales in courses in Mexico, China, Canada and now Greece. Teanny has presented the Assistants Birth
to Three Course in Spain and currently in Egypt. Teanny is an AMI Consultant in Mexico and the USA and
gives workshops for teachers and parents. Her wealth of experience and her dedication to the child
from birth to three brings a wonderful dimension to the program.
Caroline Loughran, Founding Director and Administrator
Caroline completed her AMI Primary Training in London, England in 1972 where she worked as a Directress
in the Training Centre Model Class. Following 10 years’ experience as a Directress in Vancouver, she has
served in different capacities at the MTCBC since its founding.
Kristina Yang, Course Assistant and Registrar
Kristina is a graduate of the AMI Primary Training and AMI Assistants to Infancy Training from the MTCBC.
She is a certified Infant Massage Instructor and holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree with a major in Economics
from the University of British Columbia. Kristina has worked as a Primary guide, an Assistant to Infancy
guide in a Montessori Parent-Infant Program and a Course Assistant for our Montessori Assistants to
Infancy Training Course. Her two sons are benefiting from her dedication to Montessori Education, now
attending Montessori Elementary school.
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Tuition Fees in Canadian Dollars
Application Fee: (Non-refundable.)
Tuition Fee: (Refundable if you are unable to attend.)
Material Fee: (Refundable if you are unable to attend.)

$

TOTAL: Payable in full with Registration Form

$ 1,190.00

•

200.00
950.00
40.00

Payable by cheque, cash, money order, wire transfer or Interac e-Transfer to:
Montessori Training Centre of B.C. (Sorry, we do not accept Credit Cards at this time.)

All fees and tuition are due upon registration in order to reserve your space in the course.
Sufficient registration is required by December 15, 2017 to ensure the course is offered. For information
on tuition and fee refund, please refer to our Tuition and Fee Refund Policy as provided in the
information and application package.
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Association Montessori Internationale (AMI)
The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) was founded in 1929 by
Maria Montessori to maintain the integrity of her life’s work, and to ensure
that it would be perpetuated after her death. AMI is the recognized
international authority on Montessori education. During its long history AMI
has fostered the growth and development of Montessori programs and
teacher training, and worked to support the development and education of
children and young adults in a vast variety of settings throughout the world.
AMI is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) associated with the United
Nations Department of Public Information (since 1985) and an NGO in
operational relations with UNESCO (since 1962).

Why Take AMI Training?
•

Founded by Dr. Maria Montessori

•

A Guarantee of Quality

•

Knowledgeable Trainers Make the Difference

The Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), founded in 1929 by Dr. Maria Montessori, is a
global community which continues today to protect the integrity of her work.
The Association Montessori Internationale affiliates training centres throughout the world.
These centres offer AMI diploma courses which are recognized worldwide for their excellence
and authenticity. The training is essentially the same in each centre. Training centres affiliated to
AMI remain under the constant supervision of AMI, are staffed by AMI Teacher Trainers and
each course is examined by an external examiner appointed by AMI.
Every AMI course is conducted by an AMI Director of Training. These dedicated trainers have
extensive teaching experience, an academic background, have participated in a rigorous Training
of Trainers Program and possess in-depth knowledge and understanding of Montessori
principles and applications.

Courses offered at the Montessori Training Centre of British Columbia
AMI Assistants to Infancy (Birth to 3 Years) and ITE
AMI Primary (3 to 6 Years) and ECE
AMI Elementary (6-12 Years)
AMI Assistants Course (Birth to 3 Years and 3 to 6 Years)
ECE Bridging Course
For more information about Birth to Three Programs please contact us at: atoi@mtcbc-ami.org
For information about Primary Programs, Elementary and general enquiries, please contact: info@mtcbc-ami.org
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